                                                        Cerveteri

The Etruscan necropolis of Banditaccia.

The Etruscan necropolis of Banditaccia is situated on a tuffaceous Hill North-west of Cerveteri, and in about 400 hectares of extension there are thousands of burials. From the 7th century BC there are two types of burials: the tumulus and nut ones. The most recent burials are those of the 3rd century BC. The graves  inside represent the homes of the dead, through the study of the Interior of the burials we know  the household uses of the Etruscans.[image: image1.jpg]
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 Palace
 Ruspoli are an ancient Italian noble family, its origins date back to the 13th  century Florence. Ruspoli Palace was built on pre-existing castle  walls from uncertain origins. The building  that today we observe  is that built in 1533 by the Orsini family. It has  a sixteenth-century mold. Even today, some staterooms, embellished with precious false ceilings, are rented for receptions and exhibitions

 Santa Maria Maggiore Church
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The Church of Santa Maria Maggiore is the main ecclesiastical complex of Cerveteri. It includes an old church and a new Church, connected by an arch. Most probably the Church was built on the remains of an Etruscan and later Roman Temple, but with the increasing  Christianity it became one of the main worship centres. 
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The Etruscan Museum
The Museum of Cerveteri, opened in 1967 and located in Ruspoli castle, is located in the historical centre of the town and preserves part of finds emerged from the excavations of the necropolis ceretane and from the area of town: terracotta urns, weapons, tools, and personal ornaments in bronze (belts, bracelets, brooches, etc.). The exhibition space is very limited and the artifacts can offer only a modest vision of great artistic production of Cerveteri, whose fabulous objects represent the pride of great museums in Italy and abroad.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
